
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Week 10 Term 1 

Dear Parents & Carers, 

Wow where has Term 1 gone! It always amazes me how time flies when you’re having 
fun. I’m so proud of how the St Peter’s kids, staff and wider community have entered into 
the year in such a positive way. Children’s learning has been varied and focused. Children 
have embraced our ROCKS rules and know what it means to be part of our community 
(and yes, we have our moments but we find a way to learn and return the relationship 
break!) We look forward to expanding our ROCKS learning to how they teach each of us 

(yes adults as well) to be effective learners. Next term looks to be just as great with new 
learning focuses, sports days, special programs, wellbeing week, external school review 
and St Peter’s Feast day will be celebrated at the end of term.  

 

This week our whole school community has come together to celebrate liturgies that 
share the Easter story. Last Sunday at Mass the story of Palm Sunday was shared. At 
school on Monday the message of this occasion was shared with the school Palm 
parade. Thanks to Ms Wall and her student helpers for bringing this prayer together. 

 

About Palm Sunday: Palm Sunday is the final Sunday of Lent, the beginning of Holy 
Week, and commemorates the triumphant arrival of Christ in Jerusalem, days before he 
was crucified. Palm Sunday is known as such because the faithful will often receive palm 
fronds which they use to participate in the re-enactment of Christ's arrival in Jerusalem. 
In the Gospels, Jesus entered Jerusalem riding a young donkey, and to the lavish praise of 
the townspeople who threw clothes, or possibly palms or small branches, in front of him 
as a sign of homage. This was a customary practice for people of great respect. Palm 
branches are widely recognized symbol of peace and victory, hence their preferred use 
on Palm Sunday. The use of a donkey instead of a horse is highly symbolic, it represents 
the humble arrival of someone in peace, as opposed to arriving on a steed in war. 
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Today we came together to celebrate a Liturgy of the story of Holy Thursday. Thanks to Ms Lance and her student helpers 

for bringing this prayer together.  

 

 



 
 

 

About Holy Thursday: Thursday is the commemoration of the Last Supper of Jesus 

Christ, when he established the sacrament of Holy Communion prior to his arrest 

and crucifixion. It also commemorates His institution of the priesthood. The holy 

day falls on the Thursday before Easter and is part of Holy Week. Jesus celebrated 

the dinner as a Passover feast. The Last Supper was the final meal Jesus shared 

with his Disciples in Jerusalem. During the meal, Jesus predicts his betrayal. He 

also establishes the special priesthood for his disciples, which is distinct from the 

"priesthood of all believers." Christ washed the feet of his Disciples, who would 

become the first priests. During the Passover meal, Jesus breaks bread and gives it 

to his Disciples, uttering the words, "This is my body, which is given for you." 

Subsequently, he passes a cup filled with wine. He then says, "This is my blood..." 

The Last Supper is celebrated daily in the Catholic Church as part of every Mass for 

it is through Christ's sacrifice that we have been saved.  

 

 On Thursday we come together for the final liturgy before Easter – 

the story of Good Friday. The liturgy begins at 8:45am. Parents and 

wider community if you wish to join us, classes are starting their 

“following the footsteps of Jesus” in various places around the 

school. Please feel free to join a group or we’ll meet you in the hall 

for the last part.   

The story of Good Friday: Good Friday is the day on which Catholics 

commemorate the crucifixion of Jesus Christ. Catholics are joined by 

almost all other Christians in solemn commemoration on this day. 

According to the gospels, Jesus was betrayed by Judas on the night 

of the Last Supper. The morning following Christ's arrest, he was 

taken to trial and after a time he was eventually sentenced to be 

crucified. Jesus was convicted of proclaiming himself to be the King 

of the Jews. He was flogged, tormented and crowned with thorns. 

Jesus carried the Cross through the streets (we share his journey through the Stations of the Cross). After arrival at 

Calvary, Jesus was nailed to the cross and crucified between two thieves. Following the incredible events of the day, the 

body of Christ was removed from the cross and laid in a donated tomb, buried according to custom.  

But the story does not finish there –   

Easter is the celebration of Christ's resurrection from the dead. It is celebrated 

on Sunday, and marks the end of Holy Week, the end of Lent, the last day of 

the Easter Triduum (Holy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter Sunday), and is the 

beginning of the Easter season of the liturgical year. As we know from the 

Gospels, Jesus Christ rose from the dead on the third day following his 

crucifixion, which would be Sunday. His resurrection marks the triumph of 

good over evil, sin and death. It is the singular event which proves that those  

who trust in God and accept Christ will be raised from the dead. Since Easter 

represents the fulfillment of God's promises to mankind, it is the most 

important holiday on the Christian calendar. Following Easter Sunday, the season of Easter begins and lasts for seven 

weeks, ending with Pentecost.  

We will meet as a school community on Friday 20th April (at 9:00am assembly with 4C) to celebrate the Easter story 

and resurrection.   



 
 

 

We pray O Lord, that you would grant us a season of peace at 

this time of Easter gladness. Easter Blessings  

... Jesus himself stood among them and said to them,  

"Peace be with you." Luke 24:36  

 

Happy Easter – See you in Term 2!  

Bron, Jo, Robert, Kathleen and Teresa (acting APRE)  

 

 

 

Supporting Local Community Asylum Seekers-  Last Week we raised funds to support our local community. Here’s an 

update of information for you.  

St Paul’s Primary School – Tamil Asylum Seekers – Update for Supporters  

St Paul’s is grateful for your support of us as we continue to work with these families to provide them with financial and 

emotional support during their fight to stay in Australia. We now have five families who have had double rejections from 

Dept of Home Affairs and all have submitted documents to the federal court. They have all applied for and received bridging 

visas for the duration of those court proceedings. All of the families have been exited from the SRSS program (this means 

that they are no longer receiving any government assistance) but have maintained work rights and basic Medicare 

entitlements. All up we have 12 adults and 15 children involved in the process. 5 of the children were born here and attend 

playgroup every Thursday in the Hub. Of the remaining ten, eight are at St Paul’s in Primary School and all have spent a 

large chunk of their lives as ‘Aussie’ kids. St Paul’s through the BCE Equity funding have been supporting all families throu gh 

fees, books, uniforms, excursions, camps etc. We are attempting to find the families assistance to pay rent, utilities and 

food. We are doing this in two main ways; Firstly, through your amazing support and fundraising we have been able to pay 

a combined 17 weeks rent for the families and support them with food vouchers. We have also been able to source food 

from the bottomless hamper that is an initiative of St Paul’s Staff and also the wonderful donations of food that has come 

from Our Lady of Lourdes, Sunnybank. Secondly, we have been making serious attempts to find adequate work for the  



 
 

 

families and although this has not provided huge benefit yet we are making promising progress. Most of the adults have 

been placed with several employment agencies with a couple of them making them a high priority. Through the generous 

support of Liz and Frank, some of the men have started a lawn mowing venture and we are keen to hear from people close 

to the Woodridge area who would like to use this service. The rent for the five families is $1600 per week. The families are 

attempting to assist as much as possible but until they get more steady working conditions it is a week by week proposition. 

They also need to provide food and utilities for their families as well. The families have been extremely grateful for the 

support they are receiving and there have been tears at times as they are overwhelmed at the generosity they are receiving.  

Plans for the future include a blog that will have a link to a ‘go fund me’ page which I will send details of as soon as it is 

operational. As well as this the amazing ‘Flanders Band’ have generously donated their services to play at a fundraising 

event which will be held on Friday, April 27th. Again I will send details as soon as they are locked in. I hope this update f inds 

you all well and that it illustrates that the donations you are sending are doing great things for these families as they 

struggle to maintain hope and dignity throughout this process. I personally am thankful that you have all given me the 

practical resources I need to at least alleviate some of the pressure these families are under.  

Regards, Jon Sorohan Community Partnerships Coordinator - St Paul’s Primary School Woodridge  

 

 

Quick Messages from School…  

Project Compassion – Thanks to all the families that have returned their Project Compassion money, please ensure all 

outstanding money is returned to the school office by tomorrow. 

Uniform shop update - All Winter tracksuit pants have come in and are going out to students, however we are still 

waiting on the jackets to arrive. Have a great holiday! Janine  

Tuckshop - Please find the new Winter Menu attached to the 

newsletter which will be operational in term two. 

 

Well Done - Ellie Bagnall! What an engaged learner you are. Ellie 

has been emailing a worker at NASA. Ellie received a bag full of 

space goodies that she has donated to the school!  

Out of this world Ellie!   

 

 



 
 

 
 

Student of the Week Award 

Winners – Week 9 

  

 

 

TERM 2 DATES TO REMEMBER… 

APRIL 

Tuesday 17 April – First day of Term 2  

Wednesday 25 April – Anzac Day (Public Holiday)  

MAY 

Friday 4 May – Cross Country  

Monday 7 May – Labour Day (Public Holiday)  

Sunday 13 May – Mothers Day  

Tuesday 15 May to Thursday 17 May – NAPLAN  

Monday 21 May – Qld Cup Netball  

Thursday 24 May – Zones Cross Country  

Saturday 26 May – National Sorry Day  

Tuesday 29 May – National Testing (Science)  

Wednesday 30 May to Friday 1 June – Year 6 Camp  

JUNE 

Wednesday 13 June to Friday 15 June – St Peters External Review  

Wednesday 20 June – School Photos  

Friday 29 June – Last day of Term 2  

 

PA Gino Z 

PB Izzy H 

PC Agatha B 

1A Ryan W 

1B Majella 

1C Eileen K 

2A Kanon G 

2B Isabelle K 

2C Jayden B 

3A Harrison F 

3B Breanna L 

3C  

4A Whole Class 

4B Oliver R, Kieran M 

4C Amber W 

5A  

5B  

6A Niamh E, Connor R 

6B  



 
 

 

 

 


